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REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ORDERS 

For the Main Army under Washington. 1778-1779. 



(From Originals in the Collection in the Virginia Historical Society.) 



(continued) 



Head Quarters Buckingham June 20, 1778. 

Maj'r Gen'l to morrow L'd Sterling. 
Brigadier to morrow Muhlenburg. 
Brigade Major Claybourn. 

Each Regiment is to furnish a Sub each Brigade a Captain & 
the Line a field Officer who are during the March to mount 
with the Morning Guards & under the direction of the Brig- 
adiers of the Day to Collect all straglers and march them to the 
Army, they are more over to see that nothing which Can or 
ought to be brought away is left on the Ground or properly Se- 
cured their that this business may be Conducted with ease a Sub & 
12 Dragoons are to assist — The Comm'g Officer of the Caval- 
lery will give Orders for having them furnished in rotation, if the 
morning should not be very wet, the Gen'l Troop and March 
will be as this morning — if the Commissary is Provided the men 
are to have each a jill of Spirits served to them this afternoon — 
The old and new Guards are to Parade in the Road oposite head 
Quarters. — Lt. Colo. Lyme will march in the Rear to morrow & 
under the direction of the Brigadier of the day to Superintend 
Collecting Straglers &c. 

S C P 
Guard .... 14 

for Pioneers 1 2 

Quarter Guard ... 16 

1 2 12 
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Head Quarters Currels Ferry, June 21, 78. 
Major Gen'l to Morrow De La Fayett. 
Brigadier Smallwood. 
F. O. Colo. Parker & Lt. Colo. Malone. 
Brigade Major Cox. 
Bringer up Lt. Colo. Carlton. 

A Gill of Spirits p'r Man to be Issued to the Troops this eve- 
ning. 

Those Brigades that are out of Provisions will draw this after- 
noon at Mr. Simpsons on the West Side of the Ferry. 
No Men are to Bathe till Sunsett. 

The Troops are to begin to Cross the Ferry at Y? past 3 
O'Clock to morrow Morning precisely, at which time the new 
Guards are to Parade on the East side of the Firry & the Old 
ones on the West where the Officers who are to march in the 
. . . will also assemble — the General to Beat at ^ past 
two & the Troop at % Past three in the Morning. 

C S S C P 
for Guard . . 15 

In Guards . . 4 





C 


S 


S 


c 


p 


Detail for Guard 


1 




I 





5 


In Guards 








I 


4 


Ammunition Guard . 
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Head Quarters June 22, 1778. 

Major Gen'l to Morrow L'd Sterling. 

Brigadier Scott F. O. Lt. Bodlam & Major Allison. 

Brigade Maj'r Banister. 

Bringer up Lt. Colo. Coleman. 

A field Return is to be made this afternoon under the imme- 
diate derection of the Brigadiers and Officers Commanding Bri- 
gades who are to be responsable for their exactness, these Re- 
turns are to Comprehend those men only who are actually on 
the Spot fit for duty. In time of Action, amongst which the 
Guard will be included, the unarmed Men to be distinguished — 
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the Soldiers to have their arms well Cleaned and afterwards Care- 
fully Inspected together with their Ammunition by their respec- 
tive Officers. The Tents & heavy Baggage if their is any will 
be seperated from the Army for some days the Officers will Con- 
tent themselves with a few necessaries during that time. — The 
Q. M. General will make his araingment accordingly he will 
Give Orders respecting the movement of the separate baggage 
none but Invalids and Men unfit for ye fatigues of a March are to 
go Guards to the Baggage. Intrenching Tools are to be assigned 
to the Brigades in due proportion & delivered to the Care of the 
Brigade Q. Master — when Circumstances will Permit the Artifi- 
cers & Pioneers are to advance before the Van Guard of the 
Army & repair the Roads with Facines and earth in stead of 
Rails which serve to Cripple the Horses. — The Q. M. General 
will fall on some method to have Straw equally & regularly dis- 
tributed to the Men when they arrive at the Ground of Encamp- 
ment to prevent Confusion and waist. 

On a march the Maj'r Gen'l of the Day will pay particular 
attention that the Column advances in Complete Order and not 
so fast as to fatigue and distress the Rear. — The Brigadier of the 
Day with the Officers Ordered to remain in the Rear will see 
that every thing is properly Conducted, the Guards kept to their 
duty and all damage to the fruit Trees prevented of which the 
whole Roade hitherto exhibits such shamefull Proofs. — Com- 
manding Officers of Corps will see that their Men fill their Can- 
teens before they begin the March that they may not be under 
the necessity of running to every Spring and injure themselves 
by drinking cold Water when heated by Marching. 

Each Brigadier is to furnish an active Spirited Officer and 25 
of his best Marks Men immediately, these Parties to Join Colonel 
Morgan's* Corps and Continue under his Command till the 
Enimy pass through the Jersey, after which they are to rejoin 
their Regiments without further Orders. 

The General will beat at 3 O' Clock tomorrow morning & the 
Army will march at 4 O' Clock Precisely. The Q. M. G. will 
Communicate the Order of March & the Rout & will acquaint 
the Major Generals with their respective Command. 

* Col. Daniel Morgan. 
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Head Quarters June 23, 1778. 

Major General to morrow Lee. 

Brigadier Poor. 

Field Officers Lt. Colo. Russell & Vandike & Maj'r Vaughan. 

Brigade Major Learnard. 

Bringers up Lt. Colonel Regnair. 

Field Officer for Detachment Colonel Parker. 

The Troops will Cook their Provision and in every respect be 
in the greatest readyness possible for a march or Action very 
early in the morning. — When the General beats the Army is to 
be put in readyness to march, on beating the Troop the March 
begins. The Wings and the Second Line are each to furnish 2 
Captains 3 Subs. 3 Serjeants 3 Corporals and 117 Privates for 
Guards daly till further Orders. — The Guards to Parade tomor- 
row before Doctor Decamps Quarters when the General beats — 
with 40 Rounds p'r Man. — The Commissary of Military Stores 
will deliver out Arms to morrow to the Returns signed by Com- 
manding Officers of Regiments or Corps who will send very 
early for such number as are wanting to Complete their men 
now on the Ground fit for duty. 



B. O. June 24, 1778. 

A Brigade Court Martial whereof Lt. Colonel Dabney is ap- 
pointed Presidant will set this day at 11 O'Clock at the Presi- 
dants Quarters for the Tryall of all Prisoners in the Brigade all 
witnesses to attend also an Orderly Serjeant from each Regi- 
ment which will be observed as a standing Order 
1 Capt. & 2 Subs. 



Head Quarters East Jersey, Doct'r Decamps House, 
June 24, 1778. 

Major Gen'l to morrow Marquis De L Fayett. 

Brigadier Waine. 

F. O. Colonel Johnson Lt. Colo. Heath & Maj'r Lee. 

Brigade Major Marshall. 

Bringer up Colonel Smith. 

Officers are on no account to be absent from their enCamp- 
ments and are to be perticularly vigilant to prevent their men 
from straglin. 
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The Troops in point of provision & every other respect are to 
be held in Constant readyness for moving when the General 
Beats which will be the signal for marching. 

The Commanding Officers of Corps are to make exact Returns 
of the axes Tomahawks and other such Tools in possession of 
their Corps. 

S S C P 
for Guard ... 6 

In Guards ... i 



Head Quarters Kingstown, June 25, 1778. 

Maj'r Gen'l to Morrow L'd Sterling. 

Brigadier Huntington. 

F. O. Lt. Colos. Syme Lt. Colonel Carlton & Maj'r Gilman. 

Brigade Major Alden. 

Bringer up Lt. Colo. Burr. 



Head Quarters Cranberry, June 26, 1778. 

Maj'r Gen'l to morrow L'd Sterling. 

Brigadier Woodford. 

F. O. Lt. Colo. Vost Lt. Colo. Crupper & Colo. Green. 

Bringer up Co'o Swift. 

Brigade Maj'r McCormick. 

S S C P 
Guard . . . 1 16 



Head Quarters Cranberry, June 27, 1778. 

No Drums to beat on the March except for Signals (Viz.) To 
halt in front for the Rear to come up 3 Long Runs. 

To March when the Rear is come up a common March. 

To Quicken the March the Granidiers March. 

These Signals to begin in the Rear under the derection of the 
Brigadier of the day & are to be repeated by the Orderly Drum 
of every Battilion from Rear to Front. 

an Orderly Drum is to be kept Ready Braced with each Bat- 
tilion for this Purpose when the whole Line is to halt for refresh- 
ment the first part of General will beat in front & is to be 
repeated by every Orderly Drum down to the Rear. The 



78 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

Troops are to be Completed with Provision (Salt meat if 
possible) up to the 29 Inclusively they are to draw immediately 
and have it Cooked. The Commanding Officers will see this 
Order executed as soon as possible. 

C S S C P 

Detail for Guard . 1 6 

Ammunition Guard . 1 2 



Head Quarters Monolopy, June 27. 

Maj'r Gen'l to Morrow L'd Sterling. 

Brigadier Patterson. 

F. O. Colonel Patton Lt. Colo. Mellen & Lt. Colo. Ford. 

Bringer up Colo. Wigglesworth. 

Brigade Major Stagg. 

As we are now near the Enimy & of Consequance Vigilance 
and precaution more essentially nesessary — The Commander in 
Chief desires and injoins it upon all Officers to keep to their 
Posts and their Soldiers Compact so as to be Ready to form a 
march at a moment's warning as Circumstances may require. 



Head Quarters June 28, 1778. 

C S S C P 
Detail For Guard .1 000 6 



Head Quarters Freehold, Monmouth County, June 29, 1778. 

Major General to Morrow De La Fayett. 

Brigadier Muhlenburg. 

F. O. Colo. Chambers Lt. Colo. Harney & Major Steward. 

Brig'e Maj'r Haskell. 

Bringer up Lt. Colo. Mead. 

The Commander in Chief Congratulates the Army on the Vic- 
tory obtained over the Arms of his British Majesty Yesterday 
and thanks most Sincerely the Gallant Officers and Men who 
distinguished themselves upon this occation and such others as 
by their good Order and Coolness gave the happyst Presages of 
what might have been expected had they came to Action. — The 
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Comm'd in Chief also thanks Gen'l Dickenson and the Malitia 
of this State for the noble Spirit which they have shown in op- 
poseing the Enimy on their march from Philadelphia and for the 
Aid which they have given by harrasin & Impeeding their mo- 
tions so as to allow the Continental Troops time to come up with 
them. — A Party of 200 Men to Parade immediately to bury the 
slain of both armies Gen'l Woodfords Brig'e is to cover the 
Party — the Officers of the American Army are to be buried with 
the Military honours due to Men who have so nobly fought and 
Dyed in the Cause of Liberty and their Country. — Doct'r Coch- 
ran will direct what is to be done with the Wounded and the 
Sick he is to apply to the Q. M. G. & Adjutant General for 
necessary assistance. — The several Detachments except those 
under Colo. Morgan are to Join their respective Brigades imme- 
diately and the Line to be formed agreeable to the Orders of 
the 22 Instant. The Army is to march from the left the Second 
Line in the front the Cavallry in the Rear the Army to march at 
5 O'Clock. — A Serjeant Corporal and 12 Men from Gen'l Max- 
well's Erigade are to Parade immediately to Guard the Sick to 
Prince town hospital Doctor Craig will give directions. — Colo. 
Martin is appointed to superintend Collecting the Sick and 
Wounded on the Armies Rout thro' the Jerseys between Currels 
and Monmouth and send them to Princetown hospital he will 
Call immediately at the Orderly Office for further Orders. 

It is with Perculiar Pleasure that the Commander in Chief can 
inform General Knox and the Officers of Artillery that the 
Enimy have done them the Justice to acknowledge that no 
Artillery could be better surved than ours. 

S C P 
Detail for Guard ... 6 

(to be continued) 



